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RIGHTS OF MAN. 


form is in the nation in its original cha rafter, and the conftitutional 
method would be by a general convention elefted for the purpofe. 
There is, moreover, a paradox in the idea of vitiated bodies re- 
forming themfelves. 

From thefe preliminaries I proceed to draw fome comparifons. 
I have already fpoken of the declaration of rights ; and as I mean 
ro be as epneife as pofiible, I lhali proceed to other parts of the 
French conftitutibn. 

The conftitution of France fays. That every man who pays a tax 
of fixty fous per annum , ( 2 s. and 6d. Englifh), is an elector.^ 
What article will Mr. Burke place againft this ? Can any thing 
be more limited, and at the fame time more capricious, than the 
qualifications of Eleftors are in England ? Limited — becaufe not 
one man in an hundred (I (peak much within compafs) is admitted 
to vote : Capricious— becaufe the loweft charafter that can be fup, 
pofed to exile, and who has not fo much as the vifible means of an 
honeft livelihood, is an eleftor in fome places; while, in other 
places, the man who pays very large taxes, and has known a fair 
charafter, and the farmer who rents to the amount of three or four 
hundred pounds a year, with a property on that farm to three or 
four times that amount, is not admitted to be an eleftor. Every 
thing is out of nature, as Mr. Burke fays on another occasion, in 
this ftrange chaos, and all forts of follies are blended with all forts 
cf crimes. William the Conqueror and his defendants parcelled 
out the country in this manner, and bribed fome parts of it by 
what they called Charters, to hold the ether parts of it the better 
fubjefted to their wilt. This is the reafon why fo many of thole 
charters abound in Cornwall ; the people were averfe to the <v 0 - 
vernment eftablifhed at the Conqueft, and the towns were garri- 
foned and bribed to enflave the country. All the old charters 
are the badges of this conqueft, and it is from this fource that the 
capricioufnefs cf ekftions arifes. 

The French conftitution fays, That the number of reprefentatives 
for any place (hall be in a ratio to the number of taxable inhabitants 
or eleftors. What article will Mr. Burke place againft this ? The 
county of Yorkfhire, which contains near a million of fouls, fends 
two county members; and fo does the county of Rutland, which 
contains not an hundredth part of that number. r i he town of old 
S arum, which contains not three houfes, fends two members; and 
the town of Manchefter, which contains upwards of fixty thoufand 
fou;s, is not admitted to fend any. Js there any principle in thefe 
things . Is there any thing by which you can trace the marks of 
freedom, or difcover thofe of wifdom ? No wonder, then, Mr. 
Lurke nas declined the comparifon, and endeavoured to lead his 

doxiral rtpfodks P ° ln ' ^ a Wiid unf y ftematical difplay «f para- 

1 he French conftitution fays, That the National Affembly (hall 

S’Lfn-f^-T r Lr° r arS ;~ WllSK articIe wil1 Mr. Burke place 
IS ’ that the nation has no right at all in the cafe: 

ttHt tlae government is perfeaiy arbitrary with re fpeft to this point; 
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and he can quote for his authority, the precedent of a former par-- 
liament. 

1 he French confutation fays. There fhall be no game laws; 
that the farmer on whole lands wild game lhali be found (for it is 
by the produce of his lands they are fed) fhall have a right to what 
he can take : That there lhali be no monopolies of any kind — that 
all trade (hall be free, and every man free to follow any occupation 
by which he can procure an honeit livelihood, and in any place* 
town or city throughout the nation. — .What will Mr. Burke lay t# 
this ? In England, game is made the property of thofe at whofe 
expence it is not fed ; and with refpeft to monopolies, the country 
is cut up into monopolies. Every chartered town is an ariftocraricat 
monopoly in itfelf, and the qualification of eleftors proceeds otijt 
of thofe "chartered monopolies.. Is this freedom? ts this what 
Mr. Burke means by a coniiitution ? 

In thefe chartered monopolies, a man coming from another paft 
of the country, is hunted from them as if he were a foreign enemy. 
An Englifhman is not free of his own country : every one of thofe 
places prefents a barrier in his way, and tells him he is not a free- 
man — that he has no rights. Within thefe monopolies, are other 
monopolies. In a city, fuch for inftance as Bath, which contains 
between twenty and thirty thoufand inhabitants, the right of elcfting 
reprefentatives to parliament is monopolifed by about thirty- one 
perfons. And within thefe monopolies are Hill others. A mas 
even of the fame town, whofe parents were not in circumflances to 
give him an occupation, is debarred, in many cafes, from the 
tural right of acquiring one, be his genius or induftry what it mar. 

Are thefe things examples to hold out to a. country regenerating 
itfelf from ilavery, like France ? — Certainly they are not ; and cer- 
tain am I, that when the people of England come to reflect upoa 
them, they will, like France, annihilate thofe badges of ancient 
opprdiion, thofe traces of a conquered nation. — Had Mr. Burke 
poffefled talents flmilar to the author “ On the Wealth of Nations,” 
he would ha\e comprehended all the parts which enter into, and, 
by aflemblage, form a conftitution. He would have reafoned from 
minutiae to magnitude. It is not from his prejudices only, but 
from the disorderly call of his genius, that he is unfitted for the 
fubjeft he writes upon. Even his genius is without a conftitution. 
It is a genius at random, and not a genius conftituted. But he 
muft fay fomething — Fie has therefore mounted in the air like a 
balloon, to draw the eyes of the multitude from the ground they 
fland upon. * / 

Much is to be learned from the French conftitution. Conqueft 
and tyranny tranfplanted themfelves with William the Conqueror 
from Normandy into England, and the country is yet disfigured 
with the marks. May then the example of all France contribute 
to regenerate the freedom which a province of it deftroyed! 

The French conftitution fays. That to preferve the national re- 
presentation from being corrupt, no member of the National Af- 
fembly fhall be an o*Ticer- of, the government, a place-man, or a 
petitioner, -^vVftat will Mr, Burke place againft this? 1 will 
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